ELEANOR DUNSDON & GREGOR BLACK

FATEA ‘EP OF THE YEAR 2024’ WINNERS
STOLLER HALL EMERGING ARTISTS 2025
DANNY KYLE AWARD WINNERS 2024, CELTIC CONNECTIONS
PURBECK RISING WINNERS 2024
Eleanor Dunsdon and Gregor Black are a multi-award-winning Glasgow-based harp and percussion duo, who met during their postgraduate studies in Traditional Music at the Royal Conservatoire of Scotland in 2023. Taking inspiration from the vibrant Scottish folk-jazz scene, they aim to create a sound that explores the boundaries of traditional music using story-telling, themes of nature and the Irish language.  Winners of the prestigious Danny Kyle Award (Celtic Connections 2024) and Purbeck Rising 2024, they have performed at events such as Celtic Connections and the Edinburgh International Harp Festival, pushing musical boundaries with their innovative arrangements and immersive compositions. Chosen as Stoller Hall Emerging Artists for 2025, their unique sound has earned national radio play (BBC Radio 3, BBC Radio 6, BBC Radio Scotland, RTÉ Radio 1) and critical acclaim. Their debut EP, Let No Man (April 2024), has been championed by Soweto Kinch and Cerys Matthews, and was named FATEA Magazine’s ‘EP of the Year 2024’. Taking inspiration from parts of Ireland’s disappearing language, the duo explore humanity’s fascination with the ever-changing temperament of the sea through their music. Having sold out venues across the UK and Ireland, the duo is redefining the role of the harp in contemporary music.

​Alongside their duo project, Eleanor performs with award-winning indie alt-folk band, Ranagri, who most recently have performed at Cropredy Festival, Shrewsbury Folk Festival, and in February 2025 showcased at Folk Alliance International in Montréal, Canada. In recent years, Eleanor has performed at Manchester Folk Festival as part of the English Folk Expo, Costa Festival in Ibiza, and the World Harp Congress in Cardiff. Throughout 2023, Eleanor was involved in a collaboration project with singer and musician Tony Christie, touring the UK and recording a studio album for release in 2025. ​In 2023, Eleanor spearheaded on a project with students of the Royal Conservatoire of Scotland to commission new works by Scottish composers for an ensemble of classical string quintet, clarsach and fiddle, to be programmed alongside Sally Beamish’s work Seavaigers for the same ensemble. This project aimed to further explore the interplay between classical and folk repertoire and their place within the concert hall. In Spring 2025, Eleanor joined singer-songwriter, Iona Lane, on a European tour selling out venues in Germany, Denmark and The Netherlands. 
​
Gregor is a percussionist and bodhrán player from Antrim, steeped in both classical percussion and the musical traditions of Scotland and Ireland. He has performed with BBC Radio Scotland’s Young Traditional Musician 2023, Amy Laurenson at WOMEX 2024 in Manchester, the Edinburgh Jazz and Blues Festival with jazz pianist Dan Brown (Tarn), and alongside Silkroad Ensemble musicians in Boston, MA. Gregor recently joined Irish dance show, Celtic Legends, on their European tour in the Summer of 2024, and performed and recorded bodhrán and percussion for STARZ TV drama, ‘Outlander, Blood Of My Blood’.



Quotes
“A fantastic sound … smashing every stereotype there is” (Lynette Fay, Folk Club BBC Radio Ulster)
“Stunning” (BBC Radio Scotland)
"innovative, beautifully delivered ... decidedly delicious" (Jon Bennett, Folking.com)
“Eleanor Dunsdon & Gregor Black were something special ... a different feel and depth to the music” (FATEA)
“This is traditional folk with a soft jazz twist and it’s gorgeous.” (John Reed, The Compendium)
“The sound they created was amazing” (Jen Taylor, At The Barrier)


Videos
‘Courting is a Pleasure’ live at Celtic Connections 2024 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BAz03fz3AMY&ab_channel=EleanorDunsdon
‘Waulking Songs’ at The Foxy Den: https://youtu.be/QtCu4C7il0U
Celtic Connections 2025: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Uo01rUOmtCA
Links
Website: https://www.eleanorgregorduo.com
Spotify:
https://open.spotify.com/album/3NsholflvbyHjuhHMRk2l0?si=Wa-XHu9yT5KsDSkQbK7O0w

Bandcamp: https://eleanorandgregor.bandcamp.com/album/let-no-man
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/eleanorgregorduo/
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/eleanorgregorduo/
